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ENGLISH USAGE EXPERT INTERPRETS SECOND AMENDMENT
By J. Neil Schulman

...lha sentence means that the peopla are the militia...

| recently had a conversaticn with Mr. A.C. Brocki, editorial coordinator for the Office of Instruction of the Los
Angeles Unified School District. Mr. Brocki taught Advanced Placement English at Yan Nuys High Schoal for
several years, as well having been a senior editor Yor Houghton Mifflin. He is considered the foremost expert
in_grammar_in the school district, the person others go to when they need a definitive answer on English
grammar. | asked Mr. Brocki 10 parse the fsllowing séntence:

“A well~schooled electorate, being necessary 1o the security of s free state,
the right of the people tc keep and read books, shali not bs infringed.”

Mr. Brocki informed me that the sentence was overpunctuated, but that the meaning could be extracted anyway.

« “A well-schooled electorate” is a nominative absolute.

* "being necessary to th i r " is a participial phrasc
modifying “glectorate.” _ .

* The subject (a compound subjecl) of the sentence is "the right of the peopls

« “shall not be infringed” is a verb phrase,

« with “not” as an adverb modifying the verb phrase “shall be infringed.”

« 10 keep and read bocks” is an infinitive phrase modifying “right.”

| then asked him if he could re-phrase the sentence to make it clearer. He responded,

"Because a well-schooled electorate is nec&ésarv to the security of a free stafe,
the right of the people o keep and read books shall not be infringed.”

| asked if the sentence could be interpreted to restrict the righf to keep and read books to a well-schooled
eleclorate, say, registered voters with a high-schoeol diploma? He said, "No.” | then identified my purpose in
caiting him, and read him the Second Amendment in full:

"A well-requlated militia, being necessary 1o the security of a free State, the
right of the people to keep and bear arms, shell not be infringed.”

Mr. Brocki said he thought the sentence had sounded familiar,, but that he hadn't recognized it.

| asked, "Is the structure and meaning of this sentence the same as the sentence | first quoted you?" He said,
“yves.” | asked him to re-phrase this sentence 1o make it clearer. He transformed it to: :

“Because a well-requlated militia is necessary to the security of a free state,
the right of the people io keep and bear arms shall not be infringed.”

I asked him whether the meaning could have changed in 200 years. He said, "no.” | asked him whether this
sentence could be interpreted to restrict the right to keep and bear arms to "a well-regulated militia.” He said,
“no."  According to Mr. Brocki, the sentence means that ths people are the militia, and thst the people
have the right which s mentioned

| asked him if another professional in English grammar or linguislics could interpret the senience lo mean
otherwise. He said that he couldn’t see any grounds for another interpretation . | asked.him if he would
be willing o stake his professignal reputation on this cpinion, and be quoted on this. He said, "ves.” At no
point in the conversation did | ask Mr. Brocki his opinion on the Second Amendment, gun control, or the right
1o keep and bear arms. ' o

J. Neil Schulman is the auther of Alengside Night (1982) and The Rainbow Cadenza (1983).
He has recenlly founded lhe Commiltee to Enforce bthe Second Amendment. He can be reached at
P.O0. Box 94 Long Beach. Ca. 90801



Inter'preting the Meaning &
Purpose of the Second Amendment

By Bernadine Smith

If you ever lose
YOUur guns, yvou
are past histaryt
This amendment
is unrepaalable.

he framers of he Constitution
. were quite skillfulin the use and

drafting ofthe EnglishLanguage.
By puiting the Militia at the forefront of
the sentence which composes the Second
Amendment of the Bill of Righis, they
stressed the importance of the collective
use of the right to arms. The collective
right used in this manner, has equal
status with the individual aspects of this
absolute right.

When the 1787 Conslitution was
ready to be submitted to the povarnors
of the states for ratification, Patrick
Henry, the immaortal voice for liberty,
lectured daily against it in the Virginia
State House for three weeks, criticizing
the Constitution, warning that il has
been written “as if only good men will

take office!” Heasked what they would

da when evil men ook office. ""When
evil men take office, the whole gany
willbein collusion,' hedeclared, "and
they will keep the peaple in utter
ignorance and steal their Liberty by

ambuscade’ "
(' Entrapinent from a conceafed posilion)

Patrick Henry asked , “What
resistance could be made if the people
have no guns?’ .." Your guns are
gone!" ... "Yourlaws on treasonare o
sham and a mockery because of their
mutual implication". Heary told the
Continental Congress thatamajorreason

for his gbjections to the Cons(itution

wasthat "'it does notleave us the means

fordefending ourrights ar waging war

against tyrants!" te declared , "This
Constitution will trample on your
Jallen liberty ! Patrick Henry wamed
that the new federal government was
being given “too much money and tao
much pewer", and that it would end up
“consolidating all power unto itself™,

convert us “infe one solid empire”,
Amangst other things, one of the areas
upon which he felt the need for
modification and limitation was the use
of the treaty power, an arca in which he
predicted that “fhe President would lead
inthe treason”. His fervor and graphic
descriptions of “execrable tyranny'
which would befall the people if they
could not take arms against evil men
who might take office, placed Patrick
Henry in the forefront of the effort to
protect the natural rights of the people.
He wanted the immediate opening of
another Constitutional Convention 1o
strengthen particular parts of the
Constitulion. Thatsuggestion notbeing
warkable, he proclaimed, ''The least

“The strongest reason for
the people to retain the right
fo keep and bear arms is, as

a last resort, to protect
themselves against tyranny
in government.”
Thomas Jefferson

you can do is guard it with a Bill of
Rightst”

Young James Madison, at the
time, saw no need for a Bill of Rights,
since the new federal government was
to exercise only those powers which
were delegaied to them. Patrick Henry
thus said, “Let Mr. Madison fell me
when did liberty ever exist when the
sword and the purse were given up

Jrom the people? Unless a miracle

shall interpose, no nation ever did, nor
ever can retain ils liberty after the loss
of the sword and the purse,” At first,

James Madison could not ever envision
the possibility of tyranny happening
uander this Constitution. However,
Madison was later blocked from taking
aseatin the first Senate. Thatblow toa
man who had been the Secretary of the
Constitutiona! Convention, caused
Madison to re-think the probability of
danger. His promise to follow through
with a proposed Bill of Rights gamered
support for him to take a seat in the firs(
House of Representatives. So it was
that the Bill of Rights, palladiom of
man’'s natural rights, was finalized on
December 15, 1791 and il became the
un-revocable and superior part of the
Constitution of the United States.

Patrick Henry placed all his hopes
upon the vigilance of the peonle of the
future to protect the liberty that be helped
win in the War of Independence, by
their standing behind the Bitl of Rights,
forbidding any infringement or
corlailment of not only the Second
Amendment, butof the swormn cath taken
"losupportand defend the Constitution”.

Thamas Jefferson, our Third
President, supported the ideaof a Bill of
Rights, confirming the authority of the
peoplcby saying: “"Thestrongest reason
Jerthepeopleto retain the right tokeep
and bear arms is, as a last resor{, to
protect themselves against tyranny in
government.”

May the words that Patrick Henry
spoke always be heeded through all the
ages to come, as he cautioned:
“Guard with jealous attention the
public liberty. Suspect everyone who

-approaches that jewel! Unfortunately,

nothing will preserve it but downright
Jorce, and whenever you give up that
Jorce, you are inevitably ruined!”



IT IS IMPORTANT FOR YOU TO KNOW

THAT THE SECOND ARTICLE

OF THE BILL OF RIGHTS

IS A CONFIRMATION!

“A well regulated militia, being necessary to the security
of a free state, the right of the people to keep and bear

arms, shall not be infringed.”

The Second Article in the Bill of Rights was not placed there to grant the
people the right to arms. It was placed there to confirm that it is 2 natural
right endowed to man by the Creator, This is the proper view of the

unalienable right of man to arms.

Second Amendment Committee  P.O. Box 1776 Hanford, California 93232





