Davis plans mandatory public

S5COTT LINDI.AW
Associgted Prass Writer

_ SACRAMENTO — Gov. Gray

avis wants to requirc students at

lifornia’s * public colleges and
yniversilics to perform community
g&rvice. '

“Ome of the ethics of the World
War 11 generation was a scuse of
obligation to the future, and an ap-
preciation for what they inherited.
That is getung away from us,” Davis
said Thursday,

*I will come up with a plan that
wiil reguire cvery college student, as
agondition of graduation, to provide
some public service,” he said.

The requirement would apply at
all Universily of California, Califor-
nia State University and community
college campuses, he said. Cerain
schools already mandale COMmmunity
service as a condition of graduation,
including California State Univer-
sity, Monterey Bay, he added.

Asked how long students would
be required 1o serve, Davis said he
was still working qut detzils,

It wasn’t clear whether Davis
would present his plan to the heads
of the three college systems, or how

he would implement it Nor did he
say what kind of community servige
he envigioncid _or when the require-
ment would go into effec],

It also wasn't clear how tha
proposal would be reccived by col-
lege students, aithough one senior
interviewed at California Stalc
University, Sacramento's student
union on Thursday said it would in-
still the value of volunteerism: in
young adults,

“I think its a good idea becanse !
think a lot of the time at academic
institutions we are separated from
the community,” said Natasha
Clark, a social-work major.

Davis spoke at a news conference
where he outlined his achievements
as he approached his 100th day in
office, a traditional milestone at
which elected officials are judged on
their early performance.

Reporiers received a 21-page
booklet reviewing his SUCCesses,
replete with favorshle quotes from
cveryong from President Clinion all
the way down 10 an employee with
the South Lake Tahoe Public Uttty
District.

Davis asserted that hiz ac-
complishments on public education,

service at state campuses

AP Phato
Gov. Gray Davis gestures to make a point in answering a
question during news conference where he outiined his plan

ta_require public_service from state college and university

students,

Califonia-Mexico relations, water
quality and appointments added up
10 “morc substantive achievements
thun anv administraion in the last
40 years.”

Davis, who has focused most of
his energy on fixing public schools,
indicated Lhat he would broaden his

efforts in coming months to improve

public safety, expand the state’s
economy, revamp health care and

address California’s aging in-
{raslruclure.

But he also made clear that
education would remain his top
priority. One of his near-term poals
is 1o secure private funding for
books and Internet access for public
schools, which might encourage st-
dents to 1ake advanced placcment
courses online when their high
schools can't afford to offer such
LOAITRCS.

“The way you soive that problem
and level the playing field is to offer
these courses aver the Internet,
which all eight University of
California campuses are now
doing,” he said. *Thal only works,
however, if schools are wired 1o the
Internet and these courscs arc avail-
abile to students.”

One such private investor is
Microsoft Chairman Bill Gates, said
Davis, who plans o ask Gates’

foundation to pay for the Internct
access and books.
Davis backpedaled from a repon

Thursday in the Los Angeles Times

that quoted him as saying he was
“leaning” toward fighting in court
for Proposition 187, the voter-ap-
proved measure that denied most
siale” services to.illegal immigrants
but was struck dowrn as udconstitu-
tional.

Davis® predecessor, Gov. Pet
Wilson, appealed the ruling, Lavis,
wha opposed the bzllot measura 11
1994, must decide whether to pursue
that appeal,

“The questior is nor whether 1
want to appeal, but whethe: | have
to appeal in keeping with oy coen-
stitutional obligation” 1o udhold the
voters® will, Daviz said, adding thzi
he planned a series. of meetings
starting Friday with Atternes
General Bill Lockyer and conslitu-
tional scholars lo mull his fegal op-
Lions.

“I doni’t think it’s usetul 10 hand-
icap a decision 1 might make.™

Davis said his greatest frusration
upon laking office was the eror-
mous pressure that interest groups
bring to bear, “demanding that [ deal
with their problem NOW.”

After about three weeks 1n office,
Davis said he complained to his
wife, Sharon, who told him to stop
fecling sorry for himself.
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LOOK WHAT'S REPLACING OUR NATIONAL ARMY

LA NATIONAL SERVICE PROGRAMI

UNIVERSAL PUBLIC SERVICE SYSTEM
By Paul Scott

A far-reaching proposal on President Nixon's desk that bears careful watching
1s a recommendation that he name a special commiltee to study the feasibility of
establishing a Universal Public Serviee System.

The litile-noticed recommendation was mace recently by a White House Task
Force headed by Mrs. Winthrop Rockeleller, wife of the Governor of Arkansas
and a polilical power in liberal Republican circles.

The basic idea the new President’s committee would exploie is that “all
Americans, prebably beginning somewhere hetween ages of 17 and 19, serve their
Country for two years in one of a variety of sreas, including health 2nd social
wellare programs, and the military.”

While stmilar plans for a Universal Public Service System have been surfaced
from time to time in the past, what is significant about the new recommendation
is its timing and the group making it. Draficd ariginally by the “Whiz Kids™ of
the Kennedy and Johnson Administrations, the new Universal Public Service pro-
posal was proposed by former Defense Secretary Robert McNamara just before
he became head of the World Bank. At the time, the pian received a cold recep-
tion in Congress and was shelved,

Now revived by the Rockeafeller group, it comes at a time that President Nixon
has o:dered Defense Scerctary Melvin [aird to phase out the military draft by
1973. ...

Recrits for the new social army would be placed in *the school system, day
care centers, mental healih end mental retardation programs, senerzl health facil-
ities, comraunity services, police, fire proteclion, environmental and urban re-
nzwal programs, VISTA, and Peace Corps.”

Reprinted from The Scott Report, Novemnber 4, 1970

TO PLRPETUATE GLOBAL GOVERNMENT
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Modest start to national service unveiled

RONFQURNIER
Associated Fress Whiter

NEW BRUNSWICK, N.J. — President Clinton
today wiveited 1 modest pilot of his campaign
promise 10 allow studeats to pay for college with
ualipnal service, and vowed 1o get the full plan in
place within four ypars '

He said the national service program would
“make higher educalion availahle to more people

Ui_returmn ;2;_ xgg service they give to_their com-

“We think we’ll be able to accommexlatz, over

" the next four years, everybody wha chooses 1o

scrve the community™ n exchange [or ercdit off

their college loans, Clinton said. Tle left apen the
possibility that the adminisuation has underes-
timated the number of students who will take ad-
vantage of the program,

Following passage of the bill by Cougress,
people will be able 10 repay their college loans

with a small percentage of their income, Clinton.

He promised that the federal government will
allow local comumuonities 1o choose what com-
munity service projects get federal money.

“The last ut:ing I want iz another centralized
burcaucracy telling people what to do,” Clinton
told reporiers at a visit to a community cenler.

Clinton discussed the bruad oudines of the
progian during a tour of the Mew Brunswick
Public Schools Adult Learning Center in New Jer-
sey, before heading 1o nearby Rutgers University

unity."”

said. Jj will take Tgngler to phase in the community
jce as be ead,

SRLVICE ASDECE, he sa1d,

See SERVICE; Page 2

Service

Crntinued from Page 1

for the formal announcement.

The - president said his program
would allow students cither to pay
»ff college loans with public service
or to do the service first and accrue
credits to attend college later. Bor-
rowers who did ot want (0 do ser-
vice work would pay a percentage
of their income back into the Toan
fund.

By setting the repayment al a per-
centage of income instead of a set
amount, Clinton said he hoped to
cucoutage graduates o take lower-
paving public servige positions such
as in police and communily health

WIFT

He linked the program to his
wverall economic package, saying
Eean ¢conomic investment is nol just
huilding an airport or a road or in-
vesting in now lechnology, it is also
Sivrting in people.”

ipton’s pian would get off to a
aiodest start this swnmer with 1,000
OF s SUMMEr community service
positions and then grow over the
next five years to more than 100,000
slots.

sErevahie Rutgers speech, Clinton
piannoG o promote the programn in
Wil tieiview for an MTV special 10
oir onight. Vice President Al Gore,
Tipper _Gore and three Clinton
Cabinet _members were  staging
cvenis 10 promote the nailonz] ser-
vice plan, as welk

Included in Climon’s econurnic
Aimuolus package is a $15 million
“ilot project o Tdin eommunity ser-
vice leaders, the first stage of im-
plementng the broader progran.

In an essay published Sunday in
The Mew York Times, Clinton said
“national service is an idea as old as
America.” In addition v the Peace
Corps, he compared his plan 1o Lin-

£t R e

coin’s Hamestzad Act, which gave
piancers title Lo land they settied,
Truman’s GI Bill and the Pcace
Corps.

Middle-class volers squeezed by
skyrocketing college wition costs
rallicd behind the proposal during
the campaign.

The cconumic package Clinton
unveiled earlicr this month containg

-the first money for the program:

59.5 biltion over the next five vears,
starting at just $98 miilion in the fis-
cal year that beging Oct. 1 and
huilding 1o $3.4 billion in the fiscal
year the begins Oct, I, 1997,

Critics say government should not
ry to force scevice on youth in

ment it he said.
In his natignal radio address
Sawrday, Clinton szid the program

- will give “hundreds of thousands of

students a chance o pursuc
higher education,”

“Everyonc with the esite to
serve will have the opportunity and
will meet social needs thal for too
long have “gone unaddressed,” he
said.

But the program he plans now
would ¢cover up to 150,000 youths a
year al its peak, and one While
House official said Sunday the
figure probably would [l beiow
10,000, Either way, the program
would cover only a fraction of the
more than 5 miilion college students

e —
‘Unless the mechanics are such that we can't

implement the service program, which | don’t
believe is the case, [ would expect us to be well

beyond what you would call a pilot program as
500N as we implement it.’

—President Clinton

rewrn for college aid, Some labor
uniong womy Lhal service jobs will

take_away public cmployee posi-

- Denyingr that the program was
falling short of his campaign
promises, Clinion said ast month
that it would take six years Liefore
the number of young peaple choos-
ing to repay their loans through
community serviee peaks,

“Unless the mechanics are such
that we can’t implement tie service
program, which I don’t belicve is
the case, 1 winid axpect us w be
weli heyond what vou would call a
pilot prograin as svou zs we imple-

with college louns.

The loan amounts would be
capped and tuition would not always
be fully covered,

Clinton selected Rutgers Unives -
sity for his speech 1oday because of
its Civic Education and Community
Service Program, which combines
classroom instruction with volunteer
work.

MTV's 30-minute special, called
“Bill Clinton: Youw Future, His
Pian,” was to include kighlights of
today's speech. The baby-bourncr
president broke new gpround ag 4
candidate by uppearing on MTV to
W00 YOLNE valers,
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